Ribbon-cutting, tours

mark today’s opening of
WIU’s Riverfront Campus

This morning, 22 months after this
model of the new Western Illinois Uni-
versity Quad-Cities Riverfront Campus
was shown to the public, it will have its
grand opening.

The $18 million project will be shown
off with a ribbon-cutting ceremony and
program, as well as tours beginning at
10 a.m. today at the campus, 3300 River
Drive, Moline. Gov. Pat Quinn is sched-
uled to be in attendance.

Visitors are asked to park at the i wire-
less Center lot, 1201 River Drive, and take
shuttle buses that will begin running at
9:15a.m.

The first building on the Riverfront
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Campus, the former John Deere Tech
Center, supports the College of Business
and Technology, including the School of
Engineering that was housed in the Cax-
ton Building in downtown Moline. The
building is also home to academic and
student services as well as university
administration.

The $18.2 million first phase of the
project has 60,000 square feet. It
includes 14 classrooms and four meet-
ing/conference rooms.

The second phase, including five con-
nected buildings, is expected to cost
$42 million and have 90,000 square feet.

Those buildings will include the col-
leges of arts and sciences, education and
human services, fine arts and communi-
cations, as well as the campus library.

Classes are scheduled to begin at the
new site this morning.
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