lowa DOT
wantsfeds

to divvy up
rail money

Move would allow work on
- Chicago-to-Q-C link to begin
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etibbetts @ gctimes.com

The Iowa Department of Transportation has
asked the federal government to divide the
$230 million federal grant it shares with Illi-
nois for passenger rail service between
Chicago and Iowa City into two parts.

The request, which hasn’t been acted upon

Progress on extending passenger rail service
to the Quad-Cities has idled for several
months, as Towa Gov. Terry Branstad and
Republican lawmakers have balked at the
annual $3 million operating subsidy.

The split in the application would decouple
the Illinois leg of the project, allowing it to
move forward. “That’s our primary goal right
now!” said Paul Rumler, a vice president of the
Quad-Cities Chamber of Commerce and
executive director of the Quad-Cities Passen-
ger Rail Coalition.

An Illinois rail official said Tuesday it asked
Towa to make the request and is proceeding as -
if the decoupling will be approved. George
Weber, the head of the rail bureau for the Illi-
nois Department of Transportation, said it is
now seeking to get the federal government to
“obligate” the $143 million planned for the
Chicago-to-Quad-Cities link.

He said he hopes that can happen by the end
of the month. “We’re working feverishly to get
it done,” he said. 5 :

Getting that designation is important
because it would protect the federal money
from being taken back by budget cuttersin
Congress, officials say.

Earlier this year, a GOP-backed budget bill

- inthe House rescinded unobligated money for
rail projects, including the Chicago-to-Iowa
City connection. The proposal died in the

Senate.

An official with the Federal Railroad Admin-
istration would only say Tuesday that the

yet, would speed up construction of a link
between Chicago and the Quad-Cities, offi-
cials say. But it also could slow down any even-
tual connection between the
Quad- Cities and Iowa City.
And a congressional supporter
says it puts Iowa’s part of the
grant at risk. :
In aletter last week, the
Iowa DOT asked to split the
grant, which was awarded last
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fall to Iowa and Illinois,
adding it plans to embark on a
study of a regional connection from Chicago to
Omaha, Neb.
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if they saw someone using
it online or in a text mes-
sage. Thirty-five percent
said it wouldn’t bother
them much, including fully
26 percent who wouldn’t
be offended at all.

Among African-Ameri-
can youth, however, 60
percent said they would be




